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	Brit/Covenant for 5769/2008-9
A Sacred Partnership Between Temple Beth El and 
     
[name]


Covenant [or brit in Hebrew] is a relationship where all participants’ needs and responsibilities, expectations and obligations are addressed. In accepting a covenant, we enter into a reciprocal relationship that encourages active engagement and involvement. Participants in this covenant will (a) develop an enhanced love of Judaism and our synagogue community, (b) gain new friendships and a deeper relationship with our synagogue community, (c) open new doors to Jewish experience at home and at synagogue, and (d) grow spiritually and personally through acts of loving-kindness, prayer, learning and celebration.
Temple Beth El promises to: 

· create wonderful learning experiences;
· conduct moving Shabbat and holy day celebrations;
· provide opportunities for you to make a difference in the world through tzedakah (righteous giving) and gemilut chasidim (righteous action);
· ensure that everyone is treated with kavod (respect);
· enable those who are connected with synagogue life to reach their highest potential;
· embrace the teaching that all are created b’tzelem Elohim (in the image of God).
Temple Beth El community members are expected to:      

· celebrate the Jewish calendar (Shabbat and all holidays) at synagogue;

· celebrate the Jewish calendar (Shabbat and all holidays) at home;
· engage in Jewish learning;

· contribute to the healing of our greater community and world;
· embrace Jewish teachings and values in daily life;
· be an active participant in synagogue community life.
I promise to be actively involved in the following (check all appropriate boxes):
Holiday Celebrations:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Go to a Sukkah [10/13-30]

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Dance at Simchat Torah [Tue, 10/21]

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Light Hannukah candles at home [12/21-8]
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Celebrate Purim [3/9]

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Go to a Passover Seder [4/8 & 9]
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Shavuot Tikkun/Study [5/28]
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Tisha B’Av [7/29]
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yizkor [10 am on 10/21; 4/15; 5/30]

Shabbat:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Attend Shabbat services 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Synaplex Shabbat [11/14; 2/6; 3/6; 5/1]
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Kabbalat Shabbat [first 2 Fri of each month]
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Rockin’ Tot Shabbat [11/14;12/6;1/23;2/6;4/24;5/15]

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Light Candles at home [weekly, monthly…]
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Invite friends to Shabbat meal 



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 once this year


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 twice


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 four times


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 regularly
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Shabbat Torah Treks [11/15; 2/7; 3/7; 5/3]

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Shabbat Ski Weekend [1/23-25]

Acts of Loving-Kindness:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Give tzedakah as a family regularly
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Join Hinenu Caring Committee 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Visit the sick

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Cook and/or deliver meals

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Visit homebound elders

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Comfort mourners, make a shivah minyan

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Give blood
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Join Disaster Readiness Task Force 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Join Green Team
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Join Israel Matters
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Jewish World Watch Walk for Darfur [6/7]
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Israel Day Volunteer
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Participate in Synagogue-Mosque Relations
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Big Sunday Community Service Day [5/3]
Learning/Torah Study:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Join Bayit to Bayit family learning program
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Shabbat Torah Study [every Sat at 9 am]
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Read a Jewish book [contact your rabbis for recommendations]

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Learn daily with “10 minutes of Torah” [http://urj.org/torah/ten/]
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Take a class [see Inspirations in Judaism]
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mysticism Lunch & Learn [noon on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month]

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Journey in Genesis [Sunday mornings]

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Judaism 101 [Sunday mornings]

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Holiday Workshops [Wednesday evenings]

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Prayer Book Hebrew for Adult Beginners [Wednesday evenings]
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Liturgy Refresher [Wednesday evenings]

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Demystifying Jewish Mysticism [1/21; 2/4&18]

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Beyond the Basics [Tue. 2/17; 3/10, 17, 24 & 31] 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Study Trip to Israel [March 12-22]
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Meditation Shabbaton w/ Rami Shapiro [4/25]
Community:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Come to the annual Gala [5/2]
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Join BE Sisters

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Join Men’s Club
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Join Temple Beth ELders
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Join Rosh Chodesh Group
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Join a synagogue book club
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Join a the adult choir
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Meet with your rabbi for spiritual counseling
Other areas of Jewish engagement you would like to be involved in: 
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